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1,— Foreics -PO.irtics, 


Tus Rcencma-t-Mukaddas Hablut Mateen (Calcutta) of the 16th. November PemamrMo 


: : : has the following :— 
Lord Curson’s proposed Gulf tour. 1,4 Gulf tour question has become very impott- 
ant in the diplomatic circles of Europe. In fact, the tour which is bein 
‘undertaken by Lord Curzon, who, as a correspoudent of the Times, travelled 

over Persia and tho greater patt of Asia, and who may be called the first man 
among those who possess a knowledge of Asiatic countries, should not be con- 
sidered as one of ordinary importance or significance, as no other officer of 
Lord Curzon’s capacity ever undertook such a tour. From the fact that His 


“a, 
Nov. 46th, 1903. 


Excellency has not allowed Press correspondents to go with him, it is understood © 


that the result of the tour will be kept strictly confidential. Whatever, there- 
fore, we shall say in that connection will be from our own conjecture. We 
have often and often said in this paper that the European Powers would 
probably send their men-of-war ostensibly with the object of protecting their 
trade in the Gulf against this rival Power, but really to play a political game 
and, at last, each of them would establish its political as well as commercial 
rights in Persia. We think some such contingency has necessitated the 
presence of Lord Curzon in those waters. Germany, taking advantage of the 

roposed Bagdad railway, may try her best to increase her commerce and trade 
in the Persian Gulf ports at the expense of England, and if she succeeds in doing 


so, she will have to protect her interest by the employment of the whole of her | 


military resources. There will thus be a diplomatic success for Germany. 
When the Russian railways in Southern Persia will reach the shores of the 
Persian Gulf, that part of Persia will be under her political influence, for the 
preservation of which she will have to keep some men-of-war in those waters —a 
contingency which will prove a source of permanent trouble to India. In our 
Opinion all these things are at the root of the Gulf tour. The British suzerain 

over the pétty States around the Persian Gulf, that is, the States which really 
have been under the suzerainty of Persia, but the chiefs of which were not 


ponies by the foolish ministers of the Shah from making intrigue with. 
o 


reign nations, has so long remained a dead secret. Lord Curzon will, on this 
occasion, hold a Darbar and formally proclaim the King of England to be the 
suzerain ruler of those States without any objection on the part of Persia. This 
also may be the object of the Viceroy’s tour. Another object of the Gulf tour 
may be that Lord Curzon will, with his own eyes, see all those places from 
« where England intends to construct railway lines. 


IT,.—-Homre ADMINISTRATION. 


, (a)—Police. Bree 


2. The Barisal Mitatshi fear of the 14th November writes that on the 
: 2nd October last, a woman named Taramani Vaish- 
nabi, of Durgapur village in the Mehendigun 
: thana of the Backergunge district was forcibly 
carried away from her house by some budmashes. The police arrested tke culprits, 
who were put on their trial and convicted and sentenced to two years’ 
ngorous imprisonment each. The budmashes said that they had no immoral 
ens, and they only wanted to earn some money by selling the woman 4s a 
ie to some wealthy Muhammadan, | Many wealthy Muhammadans prefer 
du to Mussalman women, and have procured Hindu femaleslavee. Govern- 
ment may easily ascertain the truth of this fact by making enquiries, 
3. The Sudrid [Neakhali] of the 16th November complains that Eyakup 
Nii oe a a Sikdar, the panchayet of Govindadhabal, Tar- 
dari-tax in the Noskhali dicen” ~©pasa, Talwari and other villages, has made very 
oe unjust assessment of the chaudari-tax. He greatly 
Oppresses the poor villagers in his collection of the chaukidari-tax. The 
y eers were opposed to his appointment as panchayet. The panchayet has 
got two books for the collection of the chaukidari-tax, The amount of tax 
realized is greatly in excess.of the requirements, If an enquiry is made, the 
_ ‘nefarious practices of the panchayet will come to light. 


A case of: kidnapping in th 
Backergunge distziog oe 


Nov. léth, 1908, 
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4, A correspondent . the foxy os Faprreags ne. of the 18th 
ee November says ¢ since the construction of rail- 
Dacoits on the road to Puri. Vay lines the road to Puri has been infested with 
thieves and dacoits, who rob and plunder pilgrims. Government. also has 
become unmindful of the vondition of the road. The system of keeping ghat. 
waits at the ghats has been abolished. Gangs of dacoits have established them- 
selves in the large Bhadutala jungle near Midnapore town and in the Jorh 
Simultala jungle in the Bagarhi Brahmanbhum pargana. Oppressed pilgrims 
do not lodge informations at the thanas. The attention of the authorities is 
drawn to the matter. | 
5. . The same paper writes : — P 
Cuiieahicaiatl ol te hinett. gn ee VUaee chaukidar and dafadar do no good 


“dativtax in the Midoapore district, Whatever to the villagers. On the contrary, they 


ee " do a lot of mischief. When a panchayet it to be 
appointed, the ponies select any person at their pleasure, without ever askin 

him whether he is willing to serve as panchayet. Sometimes even blind 
octogenarians are appointed. When a zamindar ora talukdar is appointed as 
collecting panchayet he cannot get rid of his appointment by any excuse 
however reasonable. A respectable man who has been appointed as panchayet 


' writes to us as follows :— 


Muptur Baypuav, | 


SanstvVani, 
Nov, 19th, 1903 


_ [have been appointed as collecting panchayet quite against my will. All 
my objections have gone for nothing. The work I am Soinaelled to do is of 
the most revolting nature, I must realize 10 ays per quarter from Radhi 
Vaisnabi, who isa helpless beggar woman, and 15 pice. from Gopal Dom, 


who is afflicted with paralysis and whose wife and children are starving. 
There are numerous other instances of this sort. I have been compelled to 
appoint a man on Rs, 2-8 per month to get my work done. The post I 
hold is certamly very respectable, as will appear from the form in which the 


‘police jamadar addresses me..... “ & atatyarat Teicrs aia tiaait « Sfy...” 
Iam anxiously awaiting the day when I shall be freed from this annoyance, — 
6. The same paper writes that one Pachu Maiti, of village Nariha in 


= _ - thana Ramnagar in the Midnapore district, was 
aS -_< es ee © secretly murdered about two- months ago. The 
ols : police were at first ignorant of the occurrence. 
‘At last suspicion fell upon one Rai Das, a neighbour of the deceased. 
This man was the paramour of the young wife of Pachu Maiti, and was sent 
up for trial along with the woman. The acccused have not.confessed their 
guilt and have been enlarged on bail. If the police officers had not been 
neglectful and incompetent, this case would have been successfully investigated. 
7 A correspondent of the Sanjivant {Calcutta} of the 19th November says 
The ehankidar: -that formerly there was only one chaukidar in the 
—— Barhil village under the Kapasia thana in the 
Dacca district. But now the village contains two chaukidars besides a dafedar. 
No one, however, knows what work these men do for the villagers. The 
chaukidari-taxes of the villagers have been greatly increased. He who formerly 
paid 9 annas has now to pay Re. 1-8. Government is requested to abolish the 
tax. , | : me ee 
8. Baba Govind Prasad, an inhabitant of Serampore, writes to the 
eee ts Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 20th November that on 
. Folice oppression at Khardah the Ras Jatira day at Khardah the police exacted 
aes ‘blackmail from the men and women who. assem- 
bled there. The road leading to the Thakur Bart being very narrow, two 
police constables obstructed the path with their /athies, allowing only those who 
paid them something, to pass. Many old women, who were unable to pay 
them anything, were refused admittance to the Thakur Bari, The correspon- 
dent himself had to pay money to the constable. The police extorted two 


annas from each boat and allowed the boatmen to take as many passengers 


¢ 


pow uramm, B. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 21st November says that the 


Nov. 2ist, 1903, 


€ 
+ a a 


ee gonstable, who: was some time ago posted’ by the 
*  Arbathing gest complaints “Calcutta i Port Commissioners a the * Howrah 
Telkal Ghat in order to keep an eye on the manjis of the place and prevent 


| ( 1005. ) 
from committi ypressions on people, is no longer to..be scen there. 
e cereopounle’ rightly wrote that it was useless to make any noise about 
the matter. However that may be, is the ghat, which was constructed by the 
Port Commicsioners for the benefit of the public, to be used entirely for the 
benefit and convenience of Messrs. Burn & Co. and Martin & Co.? The 
attention of the District Magistrate is drawn to the matter. 
10. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash {| Dacca] of the 22nd Novem- 
gee el ber says that on the night of the 20th October 
A cese of cow-killing 1 fhe last, a number of chamars flayed alive five 
— .. €ows in the Koraniganj village in the Dacca 
district. ‘The animals belong to one Kali Charan Mandal of the village. The 
culprits have not. yet been traced. ‘The attention of the District Magistrate 
is ) soon to this horrible case. eT a 
11. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd November says that at the 
so , beginning of every winter large numbers of 
anak on the Harrison Roxd, Kabuylis block the Harrison Road, Calcutta, from 
V9 the Howrah Bridge to Sinduriapati, and seriously 
obstruct all sorts of traffic on the road, The attention of the Police Commis- 
sioner is drawn to the matter, | 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


12. The Fartdpur Hitaishini [Faridpur] of the 16th November says that Fasmrvs Hrasmm, 


} ., . Babu Chandra Shekar Kar, Deputy Magistrate of 
A Doguty Magistrate of Pay  Warid pur, has, within a short time, achieved a 
pur. ; a6 68. ) oye ° 

reputation for judicial tact and facility in the 

erformance of work. He has made criminul trials in his Court very smooth 
for people. , ee ! a . 

"13. Referring to the appointment of Mr. Bell, Barrister-at-Law, as a 

Judge of the Calcutta Court of Small Causes 


Mr. Bell's appointment as a jin the place of Mr. Abul Hossain, the Sanjivani 


<_< pacer, of the 19th November writes as 
Race ollows:— = | : 
We submit, with all deference, a word to our new Lieutenant-Governor. 


The whole of the British Empire is open for the employment of English-. 
men, but India and India alone is open to Indians, Is it not therefore an 
injustice to provide Englishmen with appointments in India when abler Indians 


can be had for them? ‘There are many able Hindus and Musalmans in the - 


Judicial Department and there are many able Hindu and Musalman Barristers 
also. Could not one of them fill the post vacated by Abul Hossain? . There 
have been many rulers who cared very little for God, and did whatever they 
pleased. But we expect justice to be established in the country under a 
pious ruler like Sir Andrew Fraser. ESS 


14. A correspondent writing to the Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 19th Novem- 
ik tiie, a ber expresses sorrow at the unexpected transfer 
Munsif of Pative eo es of Babu Gopal Chandra Basu, Munsif of Pati 
[ Of Patiya in the Chitta. ; : eel ye 
gong district, © in the Chittagong district. He and his collea 18, 
eee to Babu Aswini Kumar Basu, have won golden 
opinions not only of the pleaders and officers of their Courts, but also of the 
public of Patiya by their kindness and sympathy. They saved the life of a 
pleader at Patiya, who bad been attacked with cholera, by the care which 
they took of him. The local pleaders gave an evening party in the Bar 
Library in honour of Babu Gopal Chandra, .whose parting words drew tears 
from the eyes of all present. cS cn ere 


15. A correspondent of the Hitavadé [Calcutta] of the 20th November 


| : ee says that shortness of court-fee stamps frequently 
xoirsatnee within Ge Oars within the Kushtia subdivision of the Nailin 
ge Meee district, and causes great loss and hardship thes 
litigants, sometimes by compelling them to submit stamps of higher ‘ values’ 
than what are required and sometimes by having their cases dismissed. The 
ubdivisional Officer is, unfortunately, indifferent in the matter, = = * 


¥ 
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Nov. 16th, 1903. | 
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Christianity at Faridpur. 


( 1006: ) - 


16. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 22nd November says that som, 

x time ago a student named Makanda Kishor Chakra 

The case of a nalive convert to Varti, of the Mymensingh City, College, became g 
convert to Christianity and was sent to the Farid. 


pur Mission House: The boy’s father moved the Faridpur law-court in the 
matter. But although he was unable to attend Court on the day of hearing 
on account of illness, the Court dismissed the case on the deposition of the boy, 
who said that he had willingly become a convert. On his way to and back 
from Court, Mukunda was surrounded by 20 policemen and was prévented 
from talking to anybody. Did he willingly do all this ? 


; (c)—Jasls. | | : 
17.. A correspondent of the Rory agro gy the we November 
See H , says that in October last a relative of his, by name 
fale is the Dacos Coutral Jail. Nemai Charan De, was sent to the Dents Benin 
Jait on a sentence. of three months’ imprisonment. A few days after his 
admission inte the jail he was attacked with dysentery and sent to the jail 
hospital. The hospital physician, Babu Ananda Chandra Ganguli, when 


‘receiving him addressed him in words which no one would dream of ‘heating 


from a respectable man, and wanted a cane, Keeping the cane on a table the 
Doctor Babu asked Nimai Charan, ‘‘ Sala, are you now cured?” Qn the latter 
saying that he was not cured, the Doctor be to cane and kick him 
mercilessly. The poor prisoner tossed about and rolled on the ground under 
the kicks and lashes. At thattime another Doctor, Babu Sital Prasad Dutta, 
entered into the room and mildly rebuked Dr. Ananda Chandra for what he was 


doing. The beating was stopped, but with a threat to the. prisoner that he 


(Dr. Ananda Chandra) would soon have him on the, table in the dead-house. 
At 2 or 3 o'clock on the afternoon of that day two other prisoners told Nimai 
Charan, who had been removed to the dikri (cell), that if he would pay Rs. 10 


tothe Doctor Babu he would receive good treatment from him. Nimai Charan 


said that he would consider, Next morning the Doctor Babu went to see the © 
patients in the dikris a and began to treat. them most inbumanly. - On 

approaching Nimai Charan he asked a prisoner, who stood by his side, “ All 

right?”? The prisoner answered, “ Not yet.” The Doctor Babu then caned 
Nimai Charan.as on the previous day and issued the order, ‘‘ Don’t let this 
man go out.’ The next day Nimai Charan consented to pay Rs. 10 to the 
Doctor Babu, and was taken to the office room of the hospital and made to 


write a letter to his relatives for the money. But fortunately for him he was, 


on the next day, released from prison by order of the Appellate Court.. The 
Doctor Babu lives in his own house in the Bangan quarter of Dacca town, but 
he still realises Rs. 8 per month from Government on account of. house-rent. 


Nowadays foud of very inferior quality is supplied to prisoners in the jail. 


| Depar _aethey are now, and such is the mismanagement in the Di 


The jail pamesess are corrupt and oppressive. They take illegal gratification 
from well-to-do prisoners and make poor prisoners do their work. 

The editor observes that if alia the correspondent says be true, then 
prisoners in the Dacca Central Jail can in no way be said to be better off 
than those in the Calcutta Presidency Jail. The authorities should institute 
&® speedy and sifting enquiry into the allegations made‘by the correspondent, 
Government does not surely desire that prisoners committed to jails should 
be subjected to all. sorts of oppression, 


|. (d)—Education. oe | 


18. The Tripura Hitaishi (Comilla} of the 17th November says that oom 
_ plaints are frequently made against the office of 
rhe office of the Direstor of the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal.’ Hs 
Public snatynetion, Meng - $pfluence has g ly  Seeilniedl tne of the 
Director taking into his own hands the work of selecting text-books, appoint- 


ing and transferring teachers, eto. pp mgd has any business he must go to 
the Director’s office for it, the office of the Inspector of Schools wil] be able to 


do nothing for him. Transfers were formerly not so frequent.in. the Education 


\ | 
\ | , \ 
. aa ; | 
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As for the ] ublication ‘of. the list of text-books, a month has passed 
cad the opening of the schools after the Puja vacation and still the course list 


+g not published. . Does not the Director know what loss the students are'suffer- — 


ing is account P. He oN, Ong cf 
ie 79. : The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 19th November takes strong exception 
: . to the action of Mr. J. N.: Ghoshol, Secretary of 
The Secretary of the Bethune 4h, Bethune College; in appointing Babu Syamadas 
ies Mukhopadhyayo as a Professor of that College. 
The writer plainly charges the Secretary with having used unworthy artifices 
for the purpose of securing the eS a in question. . Sil D 
The Lady Principal of the 


en paar for a ree a mgt or of 

1 Philosophy. It is therefore difficult to understand why the Secretary 

pointe Syamadh Babu, who taught only Mathematics in the Bangavasi 
e. . : ie apr Res : 

: "Phe Secretary has no power of acting for himself. He is bound to carry 
out the wishes of the Committee of which he is 4 servant, Was it not clearly 
his duty to communicate the requisition of the Lady Principal to the Committee 
as well as to the Director of Public Instraction, particularly when he was 
acting against her wish? : erate SS Gp eatery gh ahaa 

Before the appointment of Mr. Ghoshal as Secretary, every Professor of 
the College aad | ) inter 

Director of Public Instruction. In the case of every such appointment the 
wishes of the Brahmo members of the Committee were consulted. The present 
Secretary, however, thinks himself all-in-all and is anxious to make the Com- 
mittee a mere tool in his hands, and thanks to the indifference of the Com- 
mittee, he has partly succeeded in his’attempt. One of his reasons for not 
calling a meeting of the Committee, in the present instance, was perhaps. his 
consciousness of the fact that if the request of the Lady Principal were made 
known to the Committee it would be impossible to secure the appointment of 
Babu Syamadas Mukharji. The Secretary, it is said, wrote to the President 
that the practice was for the Director to make all appointments and enquired 
whether, in the present case, the appointment would be made by the Director 


or by the President, to which the President replied that the appointment should 


be made according to the existing practice. This opinion of the President was 
communicated to some members of the Committee, one of whom, a Brakmo, 
took exception to it. The opinion of the other two Brahmo members of the 
Committee was not taken, although it is clearly the duty of the College authori- 
ties to take the opinion of such members in making all such appointments, con- 
sidering that Brahmo girls form the bulk of the students of the institution and 
that, when the Bangamahila Vidyalay was incorporated with the Bethune 
College, it was settled that the opinion of the Brahmo members would be taken 
in making all such appointments. When one of the two Brahmo members who 
were not consulted on the point, namely, Mr. A. M. Bose, asked for .a list of 
the candidates and a statement of their qualifications, the Secretary informed 
that he had no such list with him and that the applications had all been sub- 
mitted to the Director of Public Instruction. The Secretary keeps a clerk at 
his house with the College money, to assist him in his work as Secretary, and 
yet no list of the candidates was kept by him. Again, whenever a member 
wishes that a meeting of the Committee should be called for the decision of any 


een, the rules require that such a meeting should be called by the Secretary. 


the present instance, a Brahmo member took exception to the principle of 


appointments being made by the Director of Public Instruction.:: If meetings 


of the Committee are not called even for the decision of such important points 


? 


and if the members of the Committee do not think it worth their while to attend 


even such important meetings, what is the good of keeping sucha worthless 


mmittee ? : | fees | bore ka a 

_ It is said that the Secretary went to the Director's office and told the 
Director that the Committee had nominated Babu Syamadas Mukharji and that 
nny remained for the Director to. confirm the nomination. The’ Director; 

Owing, as-he did, nothing of the Lady Principal’s requisition and the qualifi- 
cations of the present candidate, thought that Syamadas Babu had been nomi- 
nated by the Committee, and he sanctioned the appointment. The Secretary 
then went to Sir Francis Maclean and informed him that Syamadas Babu | 


_ ‘ 


to be nominated by the Committee and appointed by the 


almost every day to the 
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Nov. 20th, 1903. 
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been appointed by the Director and circulated a notice to that effeet, counter. 
signed by Sir Francis, tu those members of the Committee to whom, he thought, 
it could be safely sent, and obtained their sanction to the appointment; "Sa 
this notice was not sent to any one of the three Brahmo moeaberk Have we 
not here a clear praoe of the craftiness of the Secretary ? WG wae ae 
Mr. A. M. Bose having enquired why this last notice was not sent to him 

he was informed by the Secret ary that the riotice had been sent to him, but had 
been returned with the remark ‘‘ Not in Calcutta.” Mr. Bose having asked for 
the production of the paper containing the remark in question, the Secretar 
wrote that he had lost the paper. Mr. Bose lives at Dum-Dum and comes 
Calont ta High Court. How is it that the notice was 


not sent to him at Dum-Dam when it was sent to Raja Pearymohun Mukharii 
at aie apa Why was not also so important a notice sent to Mr. Pe 
Ray at Dacca and to Babu Umeschandra Datta? Se : 
The present Secretary has not the confidence of either the Principal or the 
Professors or the guardians of the students. His attainments are not such ag 
fo render him fit for the management of a high-class college for women. We 
have published, one after another, almost all his illegal proceedings, Le 
itovernment and the President of the Committee enquire into his proceedi 
in connection with the present appointment, and if he be found guilty, let them 
dismiss him from the office of Secretary. And if the appointment of Babu 
Syamadas be found illegal, let him be transferred and let some other man be 
appointed in his place. _ ne : 
20. The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 20th November writes as follows:— 


Before the last Durga Puja vacation a. student 
The case of the Head Master of 4¢ the Barisal Zilla School recited a poem entitled 


| | “ Dharmaprachar” yk see preaching), by Baby 
Rabindranath Tagore, on the occasion of the celebration of the jubilee year 
of the school. In the poem a constrast is made between the vanity and 
vociferation of the Hindu preacher and the coolness and gravity of the Christian 
missionary, and the poem contains nothing disparaging to the latter. But the 
Revd. Mr. Shaw of Barisal, failed to comprehend its true meaning and thought 
that Christian missionaries had been calumniated in it. He wrote to the Head 
Master of the school demanding an explanation as to why he had allowed the 
recitation of such a bad poem. The Head Master was astonished, and in reply 
explained the meaning which the poem really bears. Nevertheless, he was 
suspended by Mr. Weston, the then Magistrate of Barisal and President of the 
School Committee. Thus insulted, the Head Master has resigned his post. The 
attention of the authorities is drawn to the matter. | = 
21. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 21st November speaks of the 
Tie Borin) Zita Gehoct existence of great disorder and mismanagement in 
oe Leases the Barisal Zilla School. In the current year the 


head-mastership of the school fell vacant twice under singular circumstances. 


The teachers undermentioned resigned before the last Puja vacation :— : 


1) The Head Master. | 

2) Babu Gopal Chandra Ghosh, B.a. 
(8)  ,, . Bipin Bihari Sen, B.a. 

4) Abdul | ahed, B.A. | 

5) Maulavi Mafijuddin, B.a. — 

6) Babu Nivaran Chandra Das, B.a. 


The condition to-which the school has been reduced in consequence of the 
resignation of so many teachers at one and the same time ought to be a matter 
of serious consideration for the authorities, The latter perhaps think that the 
work of teaching can go on very well in spite of rapid changes in the teaching 
staff, and it is parbape in this belief that they appoint students of law as teaghers. 
As a matter of fact, no graduate will remain euve content with a pa 

Rs. 50. He remains only Ag long as gh Ars interest Raghacoge in o oer 
and he then goes away. The District Magistrate, who has the reputation 0! 
being an indspendent AER is requested to pay some attention to the working 
of the school, and Government is requested to take its management into its owe 


he 


a Ap. a ks 


eee ot 
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92, The Rangalay [Caloutta] of the 22nd November sarcastically observes 
Pd TE ke Sia BN das > Cal that the Sanjivani must havo fallen into a hystetic 
| oe > seam fit, or it could not have made such senseless remarks 
lege matt as - onthe appointment of Babu x promemabrerge 
u.a., a8 &@ Professor in the Bethune College. Tho Sanjivant appears to think 
that its friends, the Brahmos, possess a sort of bequeathed authority over the 
Bethune College. Babu Syamadas is a young man of unimpeachable character 
and highly educated. But he is a Hindu and not a Brahmo, and this ha’ caused 
the entire trouble, The Sanyivant frantically abuses the Secretary, Mr. J. 
Ghoshal, Babu Syamadas, and the members of the Managing Committee. 


(e)—Local Self-Governinent und Municipal Administration. 


93. The Sanjivant [Calcutta ] of the 19th November says that Babu Nalin —_84":va1, 

_. .. Bihari Serkar has shown that the fears of the rate- 9: 19, 1908. 
The Calcutta Municipality. = avers of Calcutta about their new Municipality are 

not unfounded. People so long believed that Europeans are more fit for syste- 
matic and organised work than they. But Nalin Babu’s note has shaken this 
Delief and confirmed the suspicions of the rate-payers about the new Munici- 
pality. The high-flown testimonial given to European Commissioners by the 
Anglo-Indian Press is going to be of no use. Nalin Babu’s note shows to what 
a miserable condition the Municipality has been reduced by its white masters. 
Are the rate-payers of Calcutta sleeping? Why do they not use the little 

power which they still possess in municipal matters? Why should we calml 

allow the Municipality to waste public money? Cannot Habus Narendranat 
Sen, Surendranath Banerji, and bhupendranath Bose, who had, in shame and 
grief, resigned their seats on the Municipal Board, punish the new Municipality 


Rawoatay, 
Nov, 92nd, 1908. 


, 


by inspiring the rate-payers with life and vigour? | | 
24. Every one, says the Ailavads [Calcutta] of the 20th November, who — Bu 4varn. 
pays income-tax is a voter under the municipal rd grt 
on effect of the neising of the aw of Bengal. The raising of the minimum assess- 
government. —~*t~<its~tsé A income from Rvs, 500 to Res. 1,000 has there- 
fore greatly reduced the number of voters, and the 
cause of local self-government has greatly suffered in consequence in the 


mufassal Municipalities. The attention of the Bengal Government is drawn 
to the matter. ; ie 


25. The same paper writes as follows :— Cie et , 
ea In Calcutta the presence of dirty, dense and 
in tre Proposed abolition of busteee ~unventilated sustecs ‘dei the poor lab uring class 
by which they are inhabited are considered by — 
many people to be highly detrimental to the beauty and health of the metro- 
polis, where they are considered to breed plague and epidemics, and to this van 
_ » which is not entirely wrong, Mr. Greer, the Chairman of the Calcutta ee 
; 8 pag lends his support. But the work of demolishing bustees has its 
7 culties and drawbacks. The metropolis cannot exist without labourers, 
who must consequently be housed in its vicinity.. Justice, equity, and good 
conscience also require that they should not be driven out of their Lew 2 
: Mr. Greer proposes to settle them in and near Tala and Tollygun He 
dai also expressed his desire to make ngements which will facilitate their 
Y journey to and from the city. It is. therefore hoped that he.will not ae 
gin the work of bustee demolition before making every requisite arrange- .-  * 
ment in regard to the labourers who live in them. eS Oss og 
te There is a great future for the villages in the vicinity of Calcutta, High 
ation, the construction and the laying out of. a large number of roads and ee ef 
yd according to the proposed Calcutta Improvement Scheme, and the costliness ... - | ig 
of town life will drive middle class people from the metropolis and oblige them = = | - | ioe 
to take up their residence in these villages. Arrangements for oe the i= 
traffic between the villages and the metropolis, which will most ybe ~ ft 
oP blished by means of tramways. and railways; will therefore be & source — 
of convenience and benefit not only to the labouring class, but to middle class a 
People also. But these villages are extremely malarious. Those of their ok 
Ty aitants who can by any means afford to ‘live in town have forsaken them, , a 
this state of things, if these villages are peopled by men from Caloutta, the ee | Lae 
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metropolitan Municipality will have to look after their health, for the village 


Municipalities. are too poor ‘to do that. What mainly creates ill-health in the 


villages is want of wholesome drinking-water. The village Municipalties hay, 
not the means to supply this want. But their poverty does not deter them 
from being oppressive. They may not repair roads, improve the condition of 


drains an — clear jungle, and do many other things of urgent necessity, 


but they must 
villagers are compelled to construct pucea privies at any cost, but the fun is 
that the Municipalities cannot seovide for their service for want of money, 
If the Calcutta Municipality does not help these Municipalities, the metropolis 
will be surrounded by a belt of most unhealthy villages. Whocan say that 
such an unhealthy surrounding will not vitiate the atmosphere of the city? 
We request the authorities to calmly consider these points. a 
_ 26. The same paper says that the Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation 
ae i has aegse wee a circular to _ effect that any 
An office notice issued by the gervant of the Corporation supplying any inform- 
— hrdueee wah concerning it to any newspaper will be dis- 
ad missed from its service, me people say that this 
circular was issued by Mr. Silk, Officiating Chairman, during Mr. Greer’s 
absence on leave. owever that may be, it need hardly be said that the 
circular is a piece of bad policy and iniquity. The lords of the Municipality 
will commit illegalities, waste rate-payers’ prot and oppress the rate-payers; 
but they would not have it that their acts should see the light of day. It is 
a wonder that in correcting their mistakes these lords do not show even a 
hundredth part of the desire and earnestness which they exhibit in having them 
hushed up. Perhaps under the new municipal rule the Chairman’s atbitea 
conduct will be passed over in perfect silence. But the old Municipality would 
never have retaahed it~ | - | 

27. Referring to the propogal recently made by Mr. Greer, the Chairman 

; of the Calcutta Corporation, for demolishing the 
— th Boggy for im- $ustees in Calcutta and housing the labourers in Tala 
e . ~ and 'Tollygunge, the Srt Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda 
Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 18th November writes as follows :-— 

As an enormous sum of money will be required to carry out Mr. Greer’s 
proposal, we are of opinion that it will be enough for the present if the 
municipal authorities devote their attention to the working out of the urgent 
reforms only. Those who cannot manage well and satisfactorily such works 
of urgency as repairing and watering roads, removing refuse, etc., ought not 
to propose large reforms. A man must procure his food before seeking to 
sleep in @ ares | ae ) me 

28. ferring to the Durgapur burial-ground case, in which the Calcutta 

Fon '. Municipality has = a the same paper 
Unnecessary expenditure in- gsks, who is responsible for the large expenditure 

ete. Oe, See. Nalgatts, Meni which - ‘bas beg incurred by the Municipality in 
Crue ks this useless and untenable case? The manioipes 

authorities think that municipal money is no man’s money. Babu Nabi 
Bibari Sarkar has entered the Corporation with the intention of standing up 
against such unlawful acts, and it is hoped that the Bengal Government also 
will keep an eye on them. gi 2 : | 2 gl 
29. The Murshidabad Hitaisht [Murshidabad } ust the ag November mye 
rhino dis ae that the Berhampore Municipality has done grea 

? re on Injustice to its iorvants by appointing an outsider 

to the post which became vacant on Babu Paresnath Chatterji’s promotion to 
an overseership. The attention of the authorities is drawn to the matter. — 
‘30. The Rargalay eae ty the 22nd N apeannes has oe ae | 
| | pinigoe e@ prosperity 0 cutta is due to Lnglish- 
cee Celgets Mester’: men end weah aay desiee is that it should be made 
-@ paradise for them. But that means an expenditure of money, As, however, 
the number of Europeans: in the town is few and they pay a small amount 
in taxes, the natives must come to their ‘rescue. It is a fact that though both 
Europeans and natives live under one. and the same Municipality and psy 
taxes.at one and the same rate, yet Chowringhee is a:paradise and Barabazar 


eep highly-paid assessors, be they required or not. The 


\ 


. is a hell, and the municipal officers pay more attention to the needs of the 


\ 
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- European than to those of the native wards of the town; nay, as fay as native 
wards are concerned, they even commit acte of highhandedness in such wards. 
You may say that Englishmen belong to the oe race and the natives 
are the conquered. Why should there be so much trouble if it is only that? 
Then let Englishmen do what they please, let them oppress and harass as they 
like, and we shall go on suffering. ‘T’hen why should we allow ourselves to fall 
‘nto the deceitful snares of laws and regulations, to be duped by the political 
slap-trap of Englishmen, and to be caught in the snare of their lip-impartialit 
and to be captivated by the siren song of English education and culture ? We 
have come to suffer, and suffer we shall in silence. This may be one possible 
frame of mind. There is another, and that is, if you have faith in the words 
of Englishmen and confidence in their administrative ability, you should, 
‘astead of crying like a weak woman, act unitedly and try.to instil good sense 
‘nto the dull brains of English officials. ) 
As the Capital newspaper observes with truth, it is now the duty of the 
new Lieutenant-Governor to pay. his undivided attention to the improvement 
of the affairs of the Calcutta Municipality. Thanks to the servants of the 
Munic‘pality, the rate-payers have become extremely uneasy. Bribes must be 
given for undertaking house repaits, for celebrating religious and social observ- 
ances, for setting right a broken door, even for using one’s privy. Such 
oppression and harassment was unknown even in the days cf Musalman rule. 
It is true that the Musalman rulers occasionally interfered with the religion of 
the pesple, but they never interfered with the social and family independence 
of their subjects. Complete subjection like this extending to every affair of 
life is a thing which it is impossible for man to bear for all time, The masses, 
of course, see the hand of Government atthe bottom of all this oppression. 
It therefore behoves Government to replace incompetent and reckless officers 
by able and yb goes men. | 
One might not unreasonably expect such things from a bsroyart party, a 
body of irresponsible men entrusted with work which, being everybody’s 


work, is nobody’s work. But is it not Government which organised this baroyart 


party and laid down the procedure for choosing its members, and upon which 
- 18 imposed the duty of inspection and control? It.is Government therefore 
_ that one should take to task for the shortcomings of the Calcutta Municipality. 
Babu Nalin Bihari Sankar has indeed done a public service by exposing 
many irregularities in the working of the Municipality. But nothing will be 
gained by such exposure unless and until Govertiiment takes up the matter in 
right earnest, ms | 
But why, after all, should the natives persist in living in Calcutta, 
where they are subjected to such harassment? Let them go and settle in the 
rig om near the metropolis. They are accustomed to village life, while town 
life, however desirable, has evidently for them its drawbacks and disadvantages, 


(S)— Questions affecting the land. 


81. The Charu Mihir LM ymensingh | of the 17th November writes that 


per every year after the rains many chur lands are 
distrint 1na® 13 the Mymensingh formed in the river Jabuna towards the western 

side of the Mymensingh district. Serious quarrels 
and riots often take place among the various claimants for the ownership of 
those lands. Government may easily put an end to those quarrels by employ- 


ing amins and other officers for d etermining the rights of the persons claiming 


those lands. Every one will support Government’s action in this matter, except 
perhaps some interested zamindars, It is to be hoped that Government will 
carefully consider this question. aaa | 


(9)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and srrigaivn. 
82, The Charu Mihir (Mymensingh] of the 17th November complains 


Cuanv Misi, 
Nov, 17th, 1908. 


Cuaro MiHIR, 


that at the Mymensingh station there is no light ‘Nev. 17th, 1908. 


eer — : between the main gate and the station-house. 
This causes great inconvenience to passengers. The railway authorities will, 
‘It 18 hoped, remove this inconvenience.soon.. ) \ 


\ 


Jyoti, 
Nov, 19th, 1903. 


HiTAVADI, 
Nov. 20tb, 1903. 


in gprs at night owing to very bad lighting arrangements, 
to 
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There is a bench on the Mymensingh station verandah for first and second 
class passengers, But since it has been beautifully varnished, the words “ For 
Europeans” have been inscribed upon it in prominent characters. Henceforth 

? 


natives, even though they may be first or second class passengers, will h 
right to. sit upon the bench, while third class Paropban philtenmote 8 and 
every right to make use of it. | 


33. A correspondent writes to the Jyoti [Chittagon 


| g of the 19th Novem- 

A railway complaint. , ber that apeeetags, Yoke, cepocis ly female passengers, 

: are put to very .great inconvenience for want of a 
platform at the Sitakund station of the Assam-Bengal Railway. ‘There is an 


overbridge at the Chandpur station, over which passengers find great difticult 


. It is greatl 
regretted that the railway authorities do not at all mind the dimieabongs 
of passengers, notwithstanding frequent complaints in newspapers. 


34. A correspondent of the sume paper draws the attention of the Noakhali 


District Board to the inconvenience suffered b 
, ae «Distr y the 
Fe aig in the Noa- public at the Fulgazi ferry ghat in the Muhuri river. 


On the market days every week, viz., Wednesday 
and Saturday, large numbers of people crowd into the ferry ‘boat, which ee 


very small and in a bad. state of repair, often sinks into the‘river, Many boys 
of the Fulgazi Model School have to cross the river every day and are often 
obliged to swim, thereby spoiling their books. During the rains the passage 
across the river becomes dangervus. It is to be hoped that Mr. B. C. Sen, the 
District Magistrate, will, with his usual zeal for the public good, take steps for 
the construction of a bridge over the river. As the Maharaja of Hill Tippera 


possesses considerable landed property in this quarter, Mr. Sen may very 
properly ask for some help from His Highness, 


35. The Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 20th November has the following 
ae railway complaints :— | 
Railway complaints. 


_ (1) A correspondent complains of want of 
drinking-water in the stations on the Bengal Duars Railway. The station 


platforms are not lighted in train times at night. The third class carriages in 
No. 2 Down Mixed train and No, 5 Up Mixed train are also never lighted. 


The Assistant Traffic Superintendent of the line and his subordinates do not 
attend to these sources of inconvenience and hardship to passengers. 

,2) Dinanath Patra, care of Nandi Babus, Sahebganj, Hooghly district, 
says that at 8 a.m. precisely on the 27th October last he went to the Hooghly 
station on the East Indian Railway in order to have a bazar parcel containing 
fish sent to his master at Madhupur by No. 11-Up train which leaves Hooghly 
at 8-42 (railway time). After weighing the parcel the booking-clerk of the 
station said that it weighed 7 seers and that its fare was annas 4. The 
correspondent said that it weighed less than 5 seers, but to no effect. He 
consented to pay annas 4, but the booking clerk said that the parcel would be 
sent by the afternoon train. The correspondent was therefore obliged to take 
it back, as the fish which it contained would rot by that time. Afterwards he 
weighed the parcel in the presence of two or, three respectable men, every one 
of whom is ready to take oath to the effect that it did not weigh more than 
48 seers. The correspondent’s master wrote to the booking-clerk about the 
matter, but the latter haughtily returned the letter to its bearer saying, ‘‘I am 
not your servant. I have now no time to read and give a reply to it.” | 

(3) Babu Phani Bhusan Mukharji, Darbhanga, says that the Railway 

ompuny appears to be determined to do nothing for the Joss of goods trans- 
ported under risk-notes. This attitude on the part of the railway authorities 
is causing the ruin of many traders, who cannot have their goods booked at 
full fare on account of bazar competition. The ghee merchants of Darbhanga 
frequently suffer losses of one, two or more canisters of ghee in railway 
transport. For these losses the Railway Company has only one reply as its last 
rerort, that it is not responsible for them. Some time ago a consignment of 9 
maunds of ghee was sent to Babu Hem Chandra Nanda in the Adampur village 
near the Memari station, but he has not yet received it. The authorities have 


been corresponded with, but to no effect. The attention of the Government 
is drawn to their conduct in these matters, 


: \ 
‘| 
a ® | 
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(4) A correspondent says that nowadays the Up Punjab Mail train on tho 
East Indian Railway does not stop at the Hooghly Junction station. This 
causes great inconvenience toa large number: of respectable passengers, who 
happen to fail to catch the Up Bombay Mail train, especially in this season of 
the year when people are going ve tower | for a change. 

(5) Baba Parbati Charan Chatterji, Kushtia, says that on the occasion of 
the last Ras’ Purnima festival in Navadwip and Santipore, the pilgrim 
passengers on the Eastern Bengal State Railway suffered great inconvenience and 
hardship. They were packed in waggons and no attention was paid to their 
comfort. It is a shame that on every occasion of pilgrimage, passengers 
should be treated in this manner. The attention of the Vicervy is drawn to 
his matter, 

’ (6) Babu Radha Govinda Ghosh, Jorabagan, says that on the 7th Novem- 
ber last he went to the Howruh station on the Kast Indian Railway for travel- 
ling to the Magra station by No. 9 Loop Mail train, and sent his brother with 
one rupee to buy two tickets. A few minutes after the brother returned with 
two tickets and said that the booking-clerk refused to return the balance of 
annas 4. The correspondent went to the booking-clerk and asked for the 
balance. The latter first showed fight, but when two or three other respectable 
people supported the correspondent, he said that if he should find an excess on 
examining the cash he would return it. But as the correspondent had to travel 
by the train he could not wait, and had consequently to abandon the balance. 
‘he numbers of his tickets were 2133 and 2134. 

(7) Babu Dasarathi Sinha, Habibpur, Nadia district, says that on the 
occasion of the last fas Purnima festival the booking-clerk of the Santipur 
station realised an excess of one pice for every ticket to Ranaghat on the 
alleged ground that it was required for making eflicient police arrangements 
at the ferry ghat and the station. 

86, ‘The Mihir-o-Sudhakar Ney? of the 20th November complains that 

on the 15th November a Muhammadan gentleman 
| was put to much inconvenience, trouble, and loss by 
the officers of the Bengal Central Railway at Sealdah. He was coming to 
Calcutta from the Maslandpur’ station of the Bengal Central Railway with his 
family and children, and purchased five full tickets and two half tickets. He 
had one steel trunk, one bedding, and one small packet. As the train stopped 
for a very short time at the Maslandpur station, he had great difficulty in get- 
ting into the carriage with his family and children, and the station-master 
himself put his luggage into the carriage with the help of railway coolies. 
At the Baraset station the Eurasian guard took all his tickets from him and 
gave him to understand that they would be returned to him at Sealdah. When 
the train reached Sealdah, the guard gave the five full tickets to the ticket- 
collector, but the two half tickets were missing. The ticket-inspector then 
demanded full fare for the luggage and took one hour in having it weighed. 
The gent’enan was compelled to pay Re. 1-8 and was allowed to go after 
being detained with family for more than one hour. It was not possible that 
the luggage he had with him should weigh 2 maunds and 27 seers. Though the 
two half tickets were missing, it is not ls why excess fares were not charged, 
A complaint was made in writing to the Bengal Central Railway Traffic 

uperintendent the next day, and the result is not yet known. os 

67, The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 21si November says that on the 
| 16th November last a cooly attached to the Howrah 
railway station decamped with some goods belong- 
ing to a passenger at No. 18 Up Passenger train time. The passenger did not 
nuw the number of the cooly and could not therefore detect him even with 
the help of the Railway Police. Such cases frequently occur at the station. 

he token of every cooly should have his number inscribed on it in English, 
Bengali, and Nagri, and passengers should be directed, by means of notifications 
put up at all important places in the station, to take down the number of the 
Coolies before entrusting their. goods to them. ae : 
38. A correspondent of the Daccz Prakash [Dacca] of the 22nd November 

i ee complains of the extremely dilapidated condition of 
districy, 98¢ im the Rangpur the kutcha bridge on the road in front of the Bhitar- 
banda post-office in the Rangpur district. One 


A railway complaint. 


A railway cooly complaint. 


MIuIR-c-SuDHAKaR, 
Nov, 20th, 1903, 
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side of it has already given way. Passengers and carriages are endangered in 
passing over it. Recently a carriage was overturned. 
Bawxuna DaBrar, 39. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 23rd November requests 
on an eee Giienent to compel the authorities of the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway ompany to make arrangements 
for passenger traffic on the Midnapore-Jheria Branch line, which is now solely 
used for goods traffic, Bankura people have now to go to the Raniganj station, 
a distance of 30 miles from Bankura town, in order to catch a train, and car- 
riages drawn by camels are the only conveyance available for this long journey. 
None but travellers by camel carriages know how hard and painful it is to drive 
in such carriages. ‘The running of passenger trains on the Midnapore-Jheria 
line will also facilitate the carrying of mails in that part of the country. 


A railway grievance. 


Jrorr, 40. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 19th November writes :— 
Nov. 19th, 19€3. edo not know why Government isin such 


uae of land hurry to acquire land in the Chittagong town and 

why such secrecy is maintained in everything con- 
nected with the matter. It is rumoured that tlhe executive departments of both 
Assam and Chittagong will be amalgamated very soon, and that land is being 
taken for the construction of offices and residences for the higher officials of 
these united Provinces. ; 

There is one point in this acquisition of land by Government which is 
remarkable, Natives will not own « single hillin the town. No native gentle 
man of means will therefore have any chance of ever having a comfortable 
house ona hill. With the improvement of the port of Chittagong and the 
increased importance which the town will acquire by becoming the residence of 
the high officials of both Provinces, the value of land will enormously increase. 
But Government is depriving native proprietors of the prospect of such large 
profits by taking possession of their lands. This can hardly be just. There is 
another objection to the selection of the present site for the residence of officials. 
The railway station, the port, the offices, and markets being all in one part of 
the town, overcrowding of the population will go on increasing. The health 
of the town, which is very bad already, will become much worse hereafter, to 
the extent of producing disastrous consequences. We therefore suggest that a 
different site be selected for the purposes which Government has in view. 

RaNaaLay, 41. The Rangalay [Calcutta] of the 22nd November has heard that His 
et, Sly _ Honour the Lieutenant-Governor proposes to levy a 
ig” poll-tax upon Pari o/l-tax upon Puri pilgrims, Government already 

enjoys a clear annual income of Rs. 10,000 from 

the lodging-houses. Let not Government tax pilgrims to religious places, where 

. they goto forget their lifelong miseries and to have their hearts’ yearnings 


satisfied, 
III. —LEaIs.aTIon. 
M vnsm1DABAD 42. The Murshidabad Hitatsh Jearhidebes | of the 18th November says 
go ye Al So that the: Universities Bill has, in a great measure, 
| she Vatesritinn Oe allayed the fears of the public on the subject of 
| educational reform. | 

SANJIVANI. 43. The Sanjtrani [Calcutta] of the 19th November makes the following 

Noy. 19th, 1908. Rae eee observations on the Universities Bill: — 
|, Ske Universities Bi. | The fact that the Universities Bill contains A0 


proposal to abolish the second grade colleges, to increase college fees or to 
abolish the B coursé for the B.A. degree examination has led many to think 
that Government has listened to the public protest in reference to those pouts. 
We ehall, however, show that such protest has not had the least effect on the 
Government, which is taking —_ to completely destroy the independence of 
the Indian Universities and make them mere executants of its orders. In the 
course of his Statement of Objects and Reasons the Law Member observes: — 


: * Tt follows from this that a number of subjects which were discussed at length by the 


Commission receive no specific mention in! the substantive clauses of the Hill, but are reserv 
to be dealt with by regu'ation under clause 25.” 


\ 
\ 
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What fatal words these! In framing regulations under clause 25 the Senate 
of a University may give effect to all the recommendations of the Commission. 
It is therefore probable that the shouts of Joy which are now being raised in 
the belief that Government has paid heed to the public protest will be soon 
followed by wails of stg rp pi 

The Bill bas been fted with great ingenuity. Indeed, almost every 
gection of the proposed law bears evidence of this fact. Section 4 deserves 
special notice. One who reads it may, at first, be. dis to think that 
Government has. shown great favour to the ple. Under the existing 
arrangements the graduates can elect two Fellows, but Government can 
deprive them, as Lord Curzon has as a matter of fact deprived them, of the 
privilege. But as the Bill empowers certain classes of graduates to. elect 
10 and the members of certain Faculties to elect another 10 Fellows, thus 
making it possible for the election of 20 out of the 100 members who are to 
constitute the body corporate of the University, by the graduates and the 
members of the Senate, this is certainly a matter for rejoicing. But the 
concluding part of the section, which lays down that the _ members shall 
hold office for only five years, converts the feeling of joy into one of 
disappointment. 

Under the existing arrrangements the Fellows hold office for life and 
can therefore act with independence. It is probable that the new Fellow 
with only a five years’ tenure of office will not care to show independence, 
for such conduct would stand in the way of their reappointment by Government. 
Under the proposed constitution of the University, out of the 100 members, 
75 being Government nominees, another 10 being Government officials, and 
another 10 being returned by the Faculties, by the bodies, that is, the majority 
of whom are Government nominees, it follows that so many as 90 out of the 
entire number of members will carry out the wishes and orders of Government, 
the remaining 10, namely, those who are to be elected by the graduates, 
being expected to form a small and independent section. It is clear therefore 
that if the Bill becomes law, the Universities will become servants of the 
Government. ! 

Another objection against the Billis that it reduces the Senate to a non- 
entity and makes the Syndicate the supreme authority in many matters. _ 

here is also evidence of great adroitness in the framing of the constitu- 
tion of the Syndicate. Many are rejoiced to find that it is proposed to recruit 
at least 50 per cent. of the members of that body from the Professors of 
colleges. But few people 'seem to understand what this will lead to. Almost 


( 


all the members of the Senate being under the control of Government and 


empowered to return members to the Faculties and the Faculties being 
authorised to elect members for the Syndicate, it follows that the election 
of the members of the Syndicate will practically remain in the hands of the 
Government party who constitute the great majority of the Senate. Itis 
true, one-half of the Syndicate will be composed of Pr 
but can it be expected that the Government party, the majority, that is, in 
the Senate, will return to the Syndicate any but the Professors in Government 
or Government-aid ed colleges, so that the unavoidable conclusion is that 
the Syndicate will be composed only of Professors who are in receipt of 
Government pay, and the consequence of this will be fearful. 
Under the proposed law, the Syndicate will have the power to inspect 
the working of all colleges. Everybody knows that there exists a keen. com- 
postion between the Government and the private colleges, and that the 
Frofessors in the Government colleges do not look with favour or kindly feeling 
on their brother Professors who are employed in private educational institutions. 
Under these circumstances any inspection of private colleges by Professors 
in Government institutions will only lead to quarrels and dissensions, and 
certainly make the Professors in private colleges refuse to submit to such 
: 2 ga These inspection arrangements will only produce ill-feeling and 
A most furmidable power—the power, that is, of affiliating @ new or disafii- 
listing an old college—has been virtually conferred gn the Syndicate; or, in 
other words, on Professors in Government colleges and Government nominees. 


the fate of many private colleges will be under this arrangement is a 


matter of grave concern to the ——_— ; 


\ 
\ 


\ 


ofessors and teachers, - 


_® 


\ 
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ae 
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The rules relating to affiliation must be regarded as a counsel of perfection. 
They would be really excellent if India were inhabited only by wealthy people. 
It really makes one happy to think of lofty and spacious college buildings 
with suitable dwelling accommodation for Professors and students, and furnished 
with costly laboratories and play-grounds, and all placed in charming and 
salubrious localities. But is it possible to have such colleges in India? (an 
Government give such colleges to the country? If it cannot, how can the 
Indians be expected to do so? Dwelling in huts and living on roots and 
bulbs, wearing cloth made of grass, tending his preceptor’s cattle and without 
being required to pay for his tuition, the native of India has always acquired 
learning like a poor man. Imitation of English ways will not do in India. 
How many colleges are there in India which can, under these circumstances, 
comply with the rigorous affiliation regulations ? 


e 2g say this is a very dreadful Bill and it should be protested against 
without delay. 
44. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 20th November writes that the appoint- 
ere) ewe ment of Mr. Pedler and Mr. Theodore Morrison, 
— Principal of the Anglo-Oriental College, Aligarh, 
as members of the Supreme Legislative Council for discussing the Universities 
Bill, does not appear to be fair. It is difficult to understand why the Directors 
of Public Instruction of Madras and Bombay were not appointed as members. 
Similarly, one of the Principals of the Missionary colleges in the United 
Provinces, or the Principal of the Benares Central Hindu College, might 
properly be appointed. It is greatly to be regretted that Government did 
not see its way to select one among the Principals of the native coll in 
—— for a membership in the Supreme Legislative Council for the discussion 
of the Universities Bill. None of the native Principals, it may safely be 
asserted, is in any respect inferior to Mr. Morrison of Aligarh. But in these 
days the consideration of colour goes a great way in deciding the merits of 
individuals. 
45. While thanking Government for appointing Messrs. Pedler and 
‘Theodore Morrison Additional Members of the 
Natives in A, Imperial ane Supreme Legislative Council in order to take part 
the Universtiee Bll ~Ssin the consideration of the Universities Bill, the 
Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th November requests 
it to appoint one or two native educationists also for the same purpose. The 
latter will be able to help the authorities materially on the subject. Will not 
Lord Curzon hear this prayer? , : 
46. ‘The same paper writes as follows :— = at 

The POS kas Pa It is open to: doubt whether agricultural banks, 
o_O Noel’ constituted in the manner in which Government 

proposes to constitute them, will prove a success. 

_ Asa result of the crooked policy followed by Government, the ancient 
wage communities are extinct, villagers have lost the power of trusting one 
another and acting in concert, and the country is travelling rapidly the downhill 
path of ruin. This sad spectacle has made Government peg? 


. But it is 
wanting in that: sympathetic spirit in which alone an evil of thi 


Is nature can 


The very name su difor these banks, namely, ‘‘ Co-operative Credit 
Societies,” is a proof, of Government’s want of sympathy. Clear evidence 


of this is also to be found in the concluding portion of the speech with which 


pa Edward Law introduced the measure into the Council. Sir Edward Law 
— 
“Wecan do'‘nothing ourselyes. We can offer encouragement, advice, legal facilities, 
and financial assistance. It is for the people to decide whether they will avail thomesives of 
enoh.a messure.” . | 
| There is, in this case, a remarkable want of that sympathy which alone ~ 
can inspire a despairing: people with hope and of that firmness of the Govern- 
ment’s tone which is. so oomepionras in measures for the increase of military 
expenditure, and the grant o exchange compensation as well as in mining 


, \ 


\ 


ty-problem has been exercising the minds of Indiana for » long 
e conclusion arrived at on this head by the general public, as well as 


\ } 


‘ 
‘ 


‘ 
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by the educated community, is that the ruin of India’s indigenous arte and the 
consequent swelling of the ranks of cultivators by artisans without, a; corres- 
ponding inorease 0 the area of arable and pasture land, increase of population, 
the high rate of revenue and its rigorous collection, the extinction of village 
communities and panchayets, the ruinous cost-of litigation and the ruin of 
money-lenders a8 & result of free-trade, and the consequent rise in the rate 
of interest on loans are the causes of the poverty of the agriculturists, 

Te remove this poverty, botn Government and the people must be pre 
to make some self-sacrifice. The money-lenders must lower their rates of 
interest and Government must encourage artisans, revive the panchayet system, 
and lessen the rigour of the revenue law. The educated community can see 
no other method of removing the poverty of the agrieulturists. Nor have 
they remained content with discovering this remedy. Twenty-five years ago, 
a body of sympathetic money-lenders proposed to establish an agricultural bank 
for the purpose of advancing loans to agriculturists at a low rate of interest. 
Bu, Government refused them all assistance, although eminent men like Sir 
William Wedderburn expressed their willingness to stand security for their 
behaviour. 

The existence of a powerful and prosperous middle class in this count 
has always been viewed with dislike by Government. It has therefore tried 
its best to weaken that class by such measures as the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
the Punjab Alienation Act, the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act, and the 
land Acts. | 

In the present measure there is also ample evidence of want of sympatny. 
Government, whose policy is divide et impera, has adopted every pomible pre- 
caution to prevent the middle class from taking any part in these Co-operative 
Credit Societies, Under the provisions of the Bill, no money-lender can become 


a member of these Societies, nor can any one member deposit more than Rs. 250 | 


in the bank or purchase more than a tenth part of the combined credit. 
Government clearly prefers a number of small agricultural banks to a single 
large bank of that kind. In the case of artisans, Government is unwilling to 
concede to them even the right of forming Credit Co-operative Socie‘ies with 
the combined credit of two or three villages—a right which it\has granted to 
agriculturists. ; 

Other provisions of the Bill, such as the necessity of obtaining the permis- 
sion of Government to the making of a loan for any big undertaking, the 
ineligibility of any one but those elected by the members to purchase shares 
of the Societies, the inability of members to sell shares within a vear of purchase, 


the postponoment of such sales where no member is found willing to purchase. 


and a purchaser of new shares is deemed uudesirabie by the members, the 
limiting of Goverment aid to Rs. 2,000, and the liability of the funds of the 
Societies to seizure for the recovery of public demands, wili not commend 
themselves to the public. There are also good reasons to fear that Collectors 
and other public officers will have the power of indirect interference with the 
working of these Societies. | | | 
47, The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 21st November says that it is note- 
worthy that in his speech introducing the Ancient 
Monuments’ Preservation Bil in Council, Sir 
: Denzil Ibbetson stigmatised in deservedly severe 
terms the conduct of only those European travellers in India and the neigh- 
bouring countries who robbed them of their priceless antiquities and took these 
away, while he made no mention of the fact that as regards the antiquities of 
Greece and Italy, as well as those of India, the worst vandalism was 
committed in the past by Englishmen themselves. As regards the present Bill, 
it 18 to be observed that as almost all ancient monuments in India are 
intimately connected with the religion, of its people, any proposal to regulate 
by legislation the custody, removal, etc., of such monuments cannot but be 
‘Viewed with suspicion. Of couse, in eountries where the rulers and the 
raled follow the same religion and where antiquities have no concern or 
‘Connection with religion, any law for the preservation of ancient monuments 
can be easily enforced. But the position is one of difficalty and danger nd 
Where all ancient monuments and antiquities are, connected with the region. 


-) 7 
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of the people and have no connection whatever with the religion of the 
Government, andin proportion as the position is dangerous, the work of 
legislation must be difficult, There is a great deal to say in tegard to the 
proposed law. In almost all matters the Christian Government of India 
though actuated by the best of motives, ends by adopting measures which 
produce injurious consequences, That is why the people, though convinced 
of the honesty of its intentions in regard to any particular measure, get alarmed 
when they think of its probable effects. 


Rawaatay, 48. Referring to the Universities Bill, the rg She [Calcutta] of the 
Nov. 22nd, 1908. dls Chchaiieiaicn ti 22nd November writes as follows: — 

ae ene then ee There is nothing in the Universities Bil] 

which we can criticise intelligently, and yet every one thinks that if it is passed 

the tide of English education in the country will be arrested. The effect of 

this change may in the long run be beneficial to the community at large, but 

it may just now deprive those people, who are making a trade of education, 

of the meuns of their livelihood. To speak roundly, we have made a very 

poor imitation of the English system of education, and that is why we are 

now receiving Lord Curzon’s kicks. Such a revolutionary law as has been 

proposed has not been passed within recent times; but still we have nothing 

to say against it. The English cannot compel us to remain alive if we are 

determined to die; they cannot make us wise if we ourselves desire to remain 

fools. Let the Englis oF whatever laws they please; why do we not, on 

our own part, ourselves take charge of our national education independently 

‘of them? Brahmins form the most influential caste in Bengal. Education is 

therefore a prime factor in the national life of the Bengalis. Bengalis cannot 

do without education. Why do we not then revive our ancient system of 

education by means of /o/s, return to our villages, and take to agriculture 


again? Our race will soon be exterminated if we still remain wedded to luxury 
and English habits. Will that be well for us ? 


aes Waneeniaes 49. Referring to the Universities Bill, the Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 
Nov. 23rd, 1908. hae iateeeeta _ 23rd November writes as follows :—=- : 
he spinosa tenes A perusal of the Bill leads to the conclusion 
that the object of Government in framing it was to become master of the 
Universities, and such is, in fact, its real object. Government desires tc gain 
its purposes by means of the Senate and the Syndicate, whom it will use as 
King Vikramaditya used his Zal and Betai. In supporting Mr. Raleigh’s 
motion, Sir Denzil Ibbetson has divulged all secrets, 
) In these days the Government of every civilised country favours decentral- 
isation and divides the functions of the State between the local and head 
Governments. But the policy of the present Government of India is different: 
though one, it desires to take the place of a hundred governsments. There can 
be no objection to this if we could be sure of a perpetualupply of generous, 
intelligent, able and well-intentioned rulers like Lord Curzon. 
Mr. Raleigh has spent much breath in endeavouring to prove that the 
Bill is really beneficial to us and that it introduces no change in the Universi- 
ties. But could a greater change be made than what has been proposed in the 
Bill? A complete reconstruction of the Senate and the Syndicate, and that 
too on officials lines—is this-not a change? The finances and the control of 
the Universities are going to be transferred to the hands of Government, which 
will, in future, be x to do whatever it pleases with them. Higher education 
will no doubt receive a new stimulus, but its sphere will become much 
narrower. | | 


IV.—Native States. 


pavoavasr, .. 20. The Bangavast Decuaeneage of the 2lst November writes as fol- 
Nov. 21st, 1908. | 3 s ows -— | 

ilies are Gren atyise to Baliye Many of. the Native Princes nowadays pass 
Bilis their time in frivolous pursnits. Most of them find 
no attractions in their household, no faith in their religion, and no love for 
their countrymen. They are awfully ignorant nct only of their religion and 
ople, buat also of their own households. Madhab Rao, the enlightened 

Birdar of Indore, lately bore very clear testimony to this in his writings. 


f 
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It is a most deplorable fact that: in some Native States many worthiess 
Europeans are provided with appointments to the exclusion of educated and 
deserving natives—a fact which has filled the minds of even high-minded 
Englishmen with disgust. Lord Curzon has, since his arrival in this country 
personally visited many Native States, and no one has been more mortified 
than he at finding a preponderance of the European element in those States. 
His Excellency deservedly enjoys the reputation of being the most noble- 
minded and keen-sighted of Indian administrators. In November last year, 
he delivered a speech at Jaypur which every Native Prince in India would do 
well to treasure up in his heart. The following is an extract from that 


famous speech :— 


“There is no spectacle which finds less favour in my eyes, or which I have done more 
to discourage than that of a cluster of Europeane settling down upon a Native State and 
sucking from it the moisture which ought to give sustenance to its own people.” 


How far His Excellency has been successful in preventing this: most 
rnicious practice, the public have not yet had an opportunity of judging. But 
bis speech shows very clearly that this sucking of moisture by Europeans in 
Native States has given him the greatest pain; and nothing can bea surer index 
to the genuine nobility of sou} which he possesses, than this trait in his 
character. In his Patiala speech His Excellency said :— 
“ Above all, those who are responsible for the State have to bear in mind the cardinal 
principle, that you cannot have a good administration unless you have good administrators, 


and you cannot have gree administrators upless you train them, and the right people to 
train are the people of the State itself.” 


We hope that the Patiala Darbar will never forget this wholesome advice. 
Surely it is no small disgrace to a State in which properly trained native officers 
are not available. It is to be hoped that no Native State, will allow itself to 
earn such disgrace. 

To our mind, this unnatural preference for foreigners in some Native 
States is owing principally to two causes—first, to bad training; secondly, 
to want of good company. The manner in which Native Princes are now 
educated does not appear to us to be right. They are made to live away from 
their families, which has the effect of alienating their minds from them. In 
most cases European teachers are appointed for their instruction. Europeans 
think that natives are all uncivilised, and native students imbibe from them 
this notion. It is owing to this that natives are regarded with contempt. 
Native Princes, moreover, get no religious training at all, and they remain 
quite ignorant of their national religion. And the product of this godless educa- 
tion 1s a youth who is neither thoroughly Europeanised nor imbued with native 
instincts,and who is a strange creature after all. In many Native States the 
Princes are for this reason no longer in touch with their subjects. Some of 


them run into all sorts of excesses and lead immoral lives, and so become involved 


in debt. No man possessing self-respect and independence can feel disposed to 
come into contact with a prince whose education has been so outlandish, and 
who has shaken off all attachment for his people and all respect for his ge, aa 


The-only men who would a proach him are base flatterers, who try to please - 


him only to gain their selfish ends. We sometimes find that Kuropeans who 
a hv find suitable employments in British India, are provided for in Native 
8. 

_We are of opinion that educated native gentlemen, coming of respectable 
lies aud possessing good character, should be entrusted with responsible 
offices in Native States. Many such men have already given unmistakeable 
re of high administrative power. It is by holding responsible posts that the 
tent powers of a man come out, and the appointment of Europeans in Native 
States means a loss to the country, a loss to the nation, and a loss to the Statea 
themsel ves. We are glad that Lord Curzon has been enunciating these 
principles with such emphasis’ to the Native Princes: But we doubt if mere 
words of mouth will have any éffect in the way of rousing the erring P r1nCOs 
fron their listlessness. If Residents inthe Native States will take some interest, 
in these matters, much good may result. There are meu who believe that some 
dents are staunch advocates of the employment of Europeans in Native 
States, We think such narrowmindedness among the highly 


{ 


if 


cultured Residents 


HiTavVARBTA, 


Nov. 22nd, 1908. 


NIBaR, 


Nov, 24th, 1903. 


BIxkas, 


Nov. 17th, 1903. 
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is not much to be met with. If there be any Resident who is guilty of such 


narrowmindedness, he must be pronounced to be entirely unworthy of the high 
office which he holds, First of all, let Native Princes be educate according to 
native methods. Systems of education must be different in different countries 
and must conform to the social conditions and disposition of the people 
concerned. ‘The system that has succeeded so well in England, can never be 
expected to suit India. We therefore recommend that Native Princes, if it ig 
intended to impart to them a healthy training, ought to be taught according to 
time-honoured Indian methods, 7 : 

As an inevitable consequence of the education which Native Princes receive. 
they have lost all affection for native arts and manufactures and are becoming 
enamoured of articles of foreign make pogsessing only glitter and tinsel. Tho 
memorable words which Lord Curzon uttered at the Indian Arts Exhibition at 
the Delhi Durbar, with a view to bring the thoughtless Native Princes to their 
senses, will remain for ever engraved on the hearts of the people of India, 
But we have grave doubts whether they will have any effect on the Native 
Princes. As long as the cause remains in operation so long the effect must be 
there. So the cause must be made to disappear, or the state of things will 
remain unchanged, 

51. The Aitavaria [Calcutta] of the 22nd November has the following: — 
| Lord Curzon said in his Bhawalpur speech 
that the money in the State treasury should not 
be considered by the Native Chiefs as money with which they could freely 
meet their own private expenses, but should be employed by them to promote 
the welfare of their subjects. Lord Curzon’s wholesome advice affords us 
much consolation. We hope Lord Curzon himself will act according to his 
own words. He also advised the Native Chiefs to treat the Political Officers 
not as tutors or as mentors, but as counsellors and friends, We think that 
the Native Chiefs will not hesitate to follow this advice of Lord Curzon, but 
those Political Officers who think it an insult to their honour and position to 
mix with the Native Chiefs on terms of equality will not probably follow it. 


Lord Curzon’s Bhawalpur speech 


V.— PROSPECTS OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


52. A correspondent of the Nihar [Contai] of the 24th November speaks 

\ tiie te tee Be a3 of the prevalence of severe distress in the 
trict. Sti (ititsSStS:é<CS”~S*<iéQmurthg’ pagan of tthe Midnapore district. 
Starvation and unwholesome food are producing 

fever and cholera. Many people are gathering unripe paddy for want of food. 


VI,—MISCELLANEOUS. 


53. The Biksas {Barisal] of the 17th November regrets that such a 
simple matter as the recitation by schoolboys of 
a poem entitled Diarmaprachar in the Barisal Zilla 
| | School should have so violently upset the European 
missionary gentlemen of the town. ‘ihere is absolutely nothing in the poem 
calculated. even remotely to wound their religious susceptibilities. But the 
temper displayed by Mr. Shaw, the Missionary, and the conduct of 
Mr. Weston, the District Magistrate, in connection with this event have excited 
universal surprise. The Bengalee newspaper ely, remarks that “it is difficult 
to speak with moderation of an incident of this kind.” Indeed, it is impossible 
to regard with patience the defiant attitude of the Missionaries throughout 
this affair. Even Mr. Herbert Anderson, the head of the Missionaries of 
Barisal, on reading the remark made in the Bengalee, entered into the contro- 
versy. That a reverend gentleman of Mr. Anderson’s intelligence, coolness, 
and judgment should have so far forgotten himself as to support the senseless — 
bigotry of Mr. Shaw, was quite unexpected. He wrote a reply in the Bengalee, 
in which the following passage occurs :— aes 
"The recitation took the form of amateur theatricals, and the Salvation 
Army Missionary represented in it was ridiculed, insulted, and made the 
laughing-stock of the Hindu audience present.’ OT 
- . . Where has Mr. Anderson collected his facts from? The meeting 12 
which the recitation took place was attended by many educated and respect- 
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able gentlemen, Jt was presided over by Babu Ganes Chandra Das, m.a., B.L., 
whose character is held in high estimation by all men, Far from any ridicule 
having been cast upon the Salvation Army, the caricature of the boisterous 
outh who called himself a Hindu, excited the laughter of the audience. It was 
indeed, feared that the recitation of the poem would offend only the orthodox 
Hindus. Mr. Anderson was not present at the meeting, and if he persists 
in his error, even after reading this explanation, we shall deem ourselves 
helpless in the matter. It would be an insult to the educated community of 
Barisal to suppose that there was among those present in the Zilla School Hall 
on the recitation day a man so worthless and light-minded that he could 
ridicule the Salvation Army, in spite of the fact that the Salvation Army 
was not talked of in the poem in a manner at all calculated to provoke ridicule. 
But Mr. Anderson put implicit faith in all that he heard! Far from justi- 
fying the conduct of Mr. Shaw, any sensible man ought to be ashamed of it. 
But the Missionaries are the kith and kin of the rulers of the country, and 
anything they do is, therefore, proper and becoming. : 

We repeat that no insult has been done to the Missionaries by the recita- 
tion of the poem, nor did any one ridicule the Salvation Army at the time 
of the recitation. Mr. Shaw got his information from ridiculously untrust- 
worthy sources and then wrote a letter to the Head Master of the Zilla School 
couched in the most unbecoming terms. The Head Master’s letter to 
Mr. Shaw was not in the least objectionable compared with Mr. Shaw’s letter. 
As to the conduct of Mr. Weston, the District Magistrate and President of 
the School Committee, the less said about it the better. If there had been 
in Barisal men possessing sufficient moral courage and able to protest against 
such conduct, or 1f Mr. Weston had been a man of maturer experience and 
riper years, such scenes would not have been witnessed. If Mr Bell bad been 
the President of the School Committee, very different would have been the 
outcome of the incident. 3 | 

The €chool Committee have not yet considered the resignation letter sent 
in by the Head Master. We think the matter should not be allowed to be 
forgotten, and the higher authorities should be appealed to for a sifting 
enquiry. . ; 

64. The Tripura —— [Comilla] of the 17th November writes as 
ollows :-— | 
aes Sir Andrew Fraser is the son of a Missionary 
and is himself a good Christian. We therefore hope that he will give peace 
and happiness to his subjects by such rule and conduct as befits a good Christian. 
A true Christian makes no difference between the black and the white skin. 
Every man is a son of the Almighty. A ruler who governs his country 
with his eyes fixed upon God turns it into a paradise. 

05. The Sanjivani | aaan of the 19th November writes as follows :— 

Lord Kitche ord Kitchener is a high-minded and spirited 
ner. ° . 
man. We are sorry at the danger he is now in. 
He 18 suffering great agony, but he has not lost his cheerfulness. May his 
sufferings come to an end. : | 


The Ratnakar [Asansol] of the 21st November says that the prospect 
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_ The prospect of ¢ i ; ; 
in gg 7 of the oak indeeey extremely gloomy. ‘Their earnings barely meet 


; cost of establishment and excavation. Nothing 
remains to pay royalty, income-tax, road-cess, etc. Twelve mines were, accord. 
ing to official report, closed in 1902, and many nfore have been closed this 
year, The educated native community appear to be awake to the danger 
of throwing the whole country on only one occupation, namely, agriculture, 
and to the necessity of establishing industries for providing the people with 
other means of livlihood. Considered from this point of view, the coal industry 
in Bengal serves a great purpose. Last year it maintained 80,000 coolies. 


ut the Indian National Congress, while fumbling in uncertain fields of. 


art and industry, appear to.be blind to the danger which faces the already 
established mining industry in Bengal and weaving industry in Bombay. If 
the rich and influential members of the Congress establish limited niinin 
comparies, that industry may be saved, As for the Government, althoug 


professing not to be indifferent to native industrial enterprise, it helps it 
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only to the extent permitted by the interests of white merchants. Is it not 
unjust to impose the road-cess on coal mines? A prolonged agitation of this 
question has, however, “eh agagge no effect. ) .™ 

Experts say that whilea man in England consumes on an average 212 
maunds of coal every year, the Indian consumes only 11 seers. This differences 
is owing to the climate of England being so much more cold than that of India. 
But it will not be a mistake to say that, in spite of the hot climate of India 
and the abundance of fire-wood in it, an Indian may, under favourable 
circumstances, consume on an average one maund of coal. And this happ 
result can be atfained if Government requests the railway authorities to 
reduce the rate of fare on coal, and encourages native capitalists to construet 
feeder railway lines in all parts of the country. 

57. Commenting on the case in which Mr. Thome, the Manager of 


_ the Dhandai tea-garden in Tezpur, has been sent 
es up for trial under section 325 of the Indian 
Penal Code, the Rangalay {Calcutta} of the 22nd November writes:— _ 


The cooly dies because the Englishman kills him. ‘The Bengali who 
does not know this, deserves to have his kanths (string of beads) torn. Another 
cooly has died. We hear that an Englishman killed him. Why should a cooly 
die if an Englishman did not kill him? In our country there are only two 


killers—the Almighty and the Englishman; otherwise men in this country 
would not die. | | 


Uriyva Papers. 


58. The U shaldipika [Cuttack] of the 14th November, alluding to the 


ee discussion on the budget estimate of the Cuttack 
cag utack District Board's budget District Board, observes that notwithstanding 
the increase due to the last cess revaluation, the 
income of the Board for the ensuing year will be less than that of the 
preceding year, chiefly owing to a falling off in the revenue derived from the 
ferry ghats. On the other hand, the estimated expenditure shows an increase, 
chiefly owing to large contributions towards the maintenance of hospitals. 
To meet this, a moiety of the usual allotment for roads has heen curtailed. 
The chief object of the road cess is to facilitate traffic by making village 
and district roads, The wants of a district are many, and one of them is 
as great as the other, But the authorities or trustees should see that the 
amount allotted for removing a principal want is spent for that purpose, and 
if they fail to do this, ~ neglect their duty. 


59. Referring to the Government Resolution on the Commissioner's 

| < Gee . ia pe ange t on the administration . the Municipalities 

be _—- or 1902-1903, the same paper thanks His Honour 

ee the Hon'ble J. A. Bourdillon for his judicious 

and impartial remarks at the close of the Resolution, and hopes that those who 

only try to pick holes instead of giving due credit for meritorious work done 
by Muuvicipalities will take a suitable Jesson from these remarks. 


60. The same papers says that cholera 
— has appeared in the a of Cuttack and fever 
is also increasing there. 
61. The Uriya and Navsaamvad [Balasore} of the 11th November states 
Public health. that fever is bud in Balasore. 
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